Craftsmen
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Dennis Dobbs tenderly cradies a
I0-vear-old Mariin guitar in his
arms, He adjusts the clamps on
the guitar body where he has re-
paired a bullet hole.

“Just think. The story this gui-
tar could tell &f it could talk,” h
MSES,

The Dobbs brothers. the owners
of a mew :.tnre in Huntington
called the Fiddle, 524 14th
St. West, are in an unususal busi-
ness which they say has been prof-
itable so far, Some say they seem
to perform miracles on ancient
and not-so-anclent guitars, banjos
-and fiddles brought to them for re-
pair.

STRINGED INSTRUMENT re-
pairmen are few and far between,
But both Denpis and his brother,
Joe, -believe there are more ''piek-
ers'’ per square mile inm this area
than mpearly anywhere else on
earth, And, they say. thal means
more damaged instruments.

“I'd estimate that half the famdi-
lies in this area have Grandpa's
fiddle or guitar stored away in
the attie.”” Joe zaid, “And half of
those instrumenis are broken.
Some of them have beeen shot
like that puitar. Some of them
have fallen apart with the yvears.
A.udldm:rthal.ﬁpﬂrml‘.nf
themn can be repai

Hepairing sl:ringed instruments
is not something you learn from a
book. the Dobbs brothers zay. For
example, Dennis, who recently
moved here from Louisiana, was
the manager in the string in-
strument section of a music store

Lost Chords Fuund
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and t(ook courses in eleciromics,
which helps him with electric gui-
tar repair,

Joe, on the other hand, learned
the business by working "with re-
pairmen as far away as central

"I'M AFRAID a Job of people

have thrown perfecily good gui-
tars anmd fiddles away because
they came unglued,”” Joe said. “'1f
they only knew that it doesn't
make any difference. In fact, I'd
rather work on an instrument that
had come apart at every seam
than one somebody had tried io
ghue back together,”

If an amateur applies the wrong
kind of glue to an instrument, it
can ruin the {one and make it im-
possible to repair, Joe said.

n&iddlﬂ for enmphlﬂ:are
to. pop open S0 @ Fepa n
can gel inside the instrument, The
wrong kind of glue can seal it fors
ever and make it sound awful.™
Joe zaid,

The reason instruments come
apart, Dennis said, is probably be-
cause they were stored in the
wrong place. “Instruments need a
constant ature and pretty
high humidity. I'd never store a
stringed instrument in an atlic or
basement where the tempeérature
changes. It's better to store Grand-

pa’'s fiddle. in a bedroom closet.

And it should be in a case,'

DEMMIS SAID he has been
amared at the fine anti in-
struments brought to the shop for
repair by people in this area.

“I've seen instruments T never
saw in Louvisiana. [ mean museam
pieces." He pointed to a guoitar on
the wall, “That’s a 1831 Martin
guitar. Not only had 1 never seen
that model before, the only place
I had ever zeen a picture of it
Was in 8 moseam. ™

Joe ‘pointed to 3 mandolin.
“ipat instrument sold for %35 i
1833, Today it's worth four times
that muich, or maybe more.™

But that doesn’t mean all old in-
struments are good instruments.
“I've geen some old instruments
that are just terrible. And zome
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Deanis Dobbs, in fﬂﬁgﬂ"“ﬂ patches a bullet hole in a Martin guitar while Joe Dobbs works on a viola.

of the newer instruments are well
rrade.” Joe said.

BOTH OF the Dobbs brothers
have been professional musicians.
Dennis played guitar profes-
sionally and Joe once played
fiddle in Texas and Lauisiana.
Today, however, they're both in-

fatuated with Appalachian moun-
tain music,

“We're not out to make a whaole
lot of money. " Joe said. “We
think ‘pickers’ are the finest
people in the world. And there's
no better way to meet them than
to repair their instruments.”



