he 1937 Flood — the band, not the narural disas
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has been entertaining enthusiastic local

te
widiences for nearly 50 years, playing every thing

from the blues of Mississippi John Hurrt to ."u_lm'ru an
songhook standards like "i'i!_'.' Me to the Moon.

Charlie Bowen, guitar player and h.m:i_ leader, said Th-i_‘
group describes itself as “West Virginia’s most eclecti

string band.”
“The string band tradition goes back to at least the

Civil War, and string bands were among the hirst groups
recorded in the early 1900s,” Bowen said. “A string band
would come to a party and try to play whatever anybaody
asked for, whether it was a traditional
fiddle tune, an old blues number or
a new Tin Pan Alley hit somebody
had just heard on the radio. I like to
think we do the same thing.”

Bowen was born in Charleston,
grew up in Ashland, went to school

at the University of Kentucky and l
then moved to Huntington, Back
in the day, both Bowen and his wife
Pamela worked at Huntington's two
newspapers — Ibe Herald-Dispatch
and the now-defunct afternoon paper
The Advertiser,

In the early 1970s, Bowen. Roger
samples and Dave Peyton, who
worked alongside the Bowens at the
newspapers, began regularly getting
together to play music. Soon a chance
encounter with legendary local fid-
dler Joe Dobbs turned the trig INto
4 quartet. No doubt about jt. they
were a band. But one without 3 name.

S0 where did the group’s peculiar name come from?

As the story goes, when the Bowens bought a house
on Huntington’s South Side they were invited to a party
by their new neighbors. Throuy ghout the evening, people
dropped by to say hello to the Bowens and, for some
reason, to tell them how high the waters of the 1937
flood (uh, the real one) reached at their particular houses,

Bowen later told this story to Dobbs and Peyton,
lime passed. The EUYS were on stage for their first gig
somewhere in chturk}-‘ and suddenly realized cheir
group had no name., -

Without hesitation Dobbs walked to the mic and
told the audience: “] hey call us “The 1937 Flood, because
back in Huntington, they're still talkin' about us!”

The name stuck.

In the band' inng h:i.‘.tl;}t'}: dozens of musicians have

been members of The 1937 Flood. each adding something
to the luj'uulfh sound,

“When ( huck Romine played w

ith us for six years.
he brought rollicking tenor banjo

sound, reminiscent

€t is really
all about the
Isi( and
all about the
fricr sk iy
we have
between us2?®

- Charlie Bowen

in L ||.'.||. I‘H.
of the great old Dixieland sound that was

. W ||p-:ll_ WL
background,” Bowen said. “And during []I,Ili|+l:1:1_au|~= o
h“”r}-‘-_;-ql |1-.‘.I‘-I|f- from the rraditional L - -1‘I e
the 1920s and 1930s, many of which we sti t I. | in the
Former members no longer ac tively invo .-: 1“1“.““'
band include Romine, Dave Ball, Jacob Scarr,

Schneider and Bill Hoke. r o
Two ot the group's founding members 1!.1.*-.: 1|1,1 >
on; Joe Daobbs died in 2012 and ]lu.;:-r' Sample a _l].__-l o
-U"L';'F-'I fall and \Hhht'r]uun[ SUrgery in 2010, Dave Pe Lt
can no longer play his Autoharp u'1fh the glm.Lp. i
But the group plays on. Today's r|1.4_'r’:|'|hL'|'-\ incluc
Bowen, Doug Chafhin, Sam 5t. Clair,

Randy Hamilton, Michelle Lewis and
Paul Martin.

Over the years, the group has is
sued half a dozen CDs of its I'|1I.I'~.|4.I__
One recent CD, “Live, In Concert,
was its first ever live album.

*In many ways, the album was d
dream of ours for years,” Bowen said
“In ftact, Joe Dobbs would have loved
the fact that we finally have a live
CD. It was our late fiddlin’ friend’s
favorite comment that the band
always sounded better at parties and
cnm:urn; than it did in rehearsals and
in studios. ‘It helps that everybody's

a ham,’ Joe would say with a grin.”
The band has performed far and
wide. It's picked with West Virginia's
fiddling senator, the late Robert C,
Byrd, played with the ] luntington
Symphony Orchestra and ent ertained
tootball fans at Marshall University tailgate gatherings.

Since 2017, The 1937 Flood has been the house band
at "Roure 60 S;tturti;iy Night,” a monthly go-minute
musical variety show at Route 60 Music in Barboursville,

“The band is like lllmil}r to me,” Bowen said. “We have
a different plan than a lot of bands. Our whole idea was
to play the music and enjoy it. I always leave it to the
other members of the group whether we get out and
play in public or not. I'm all for just getting together
and learning how to play the songs. If we spend the
whole year SItting in a room together playing music. ]
am happy. If we get out and do shows, that is fine. too. It
is really all about the music and all abouyt the frien dship
we have between us.”

For more information on The 1937

Flood band, visit
wWww.1937flood.com
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